
Mediation Continues -
and Members are Paying Attention

There is a lot to unpack and unwind from these past several weeks. But the bottom line
is we are still meeting with the management team through a mediator to come to an
agreement.

We cannot share specifics about content or conduct during mediation, but members
from both teams met with the federal mediator yesterday, May 25, and have set
upcoming mediation dates for June 20 and June 23.  

It is mystifying to us why management has chosen this path of declaring impasse and
LBO implementation while continuing to participate in mediation. Our bargaining team is
still committed to negotiating through mediation and reaching a deal with the university.
As our lead negotiator Tony Rickard said in today’s article in the Alaska Beacon, “(t)hat
is the off ramp here. And that’s what we want to do. We want to reach an agreement.”’
You can read more from the article here, including insight from experts in labor law.

The UNAC team is committed to reaching a fair contract that both sides can agree to.

UNAC in the News
Our bargaining is increasingly garnering media attention. We already cited the most
recent Alaska Beacon article that came out today.

We also had national coverage in Inside Higher Ed a few days ago.

We encourage you to take some time to read both articles.

https://alaskabeacon.com/2022/05/26/university-faculty-union-will-not-see-raises-despite-administrations-last-minute-attempt/
https://alaskabeacon.com/2022/05/26/university-faculty-union-will-not-see-raises-despite-administrations-last-minute-attempt/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2022/05/24/university-alaska-faculty-clash-over-pay-raises


Also of note, Alaska AFL-CIO shows support for UA faculty in the linked May 18, 2022
statement from Alaska AFL-CIO president Joelle Hall, which was issued following
President Pitney’s misleading public statement declaring impasse and implementation
of management’s Last Best Offer.

Showing Support
for Your Bargaining Team

Members in Fairbanks came together earlier today to stand in solidarity with their
bargaining team. Thank you to the 25+ faculty and community members who came out
to show support!

Take a look at the pictures below, and share them from our social media pages:
Facebook 
Twitter 

https://www.facebook.com/akaflcio/photos/a.165787703500508/5228716190540942
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=157153536824761&set=pcb.157153640158084
https://twitter.com/unac4996AK/status/1529959066855825408


Show solidarity from your campus! Gather a few UNAC members, possibly make
some signs and/or wear red, take a photo, and share it on our social media pages and
with Kate Quick (email below). You can also contact Kate if you are interested in
organizing a photo but need a little help, or if you want a UNAC shirt.

Future Communications and Actions
We are committed to providing the best and more recent information to our members.
Please continue checking your UA email throughout the summer to stay updated on
developments in bargaining.

Dues paying members will likely receive a phone call in the coming days; we look
forward to talking about your concerns and will do our best to answer your questions.
You can also reach us at 907-799-5031 if you have questions or ideas. 

And be on the lookout for more ways you can show your support! 

If you’re in the Anchorage area, stay tuned for in-person events when the BOR meets
on June 2-3. That's next Thursday and Friday! If you're not in the Anchorage area,
maybe it's a good time for a trip to the big city. Stay tuned!

UNAC CONTACTS

President - Abel Bult-ito, Ph.D. UAF

Treasurer - Nelta Edwards, Ph.D. UAA

Secretary - Charla Brown, Ph.D. UAS

UAA Organizational VP - Tara Palmer

UAS Organizational VP - Jill Dumesnil, Ph.D.

UAF Organizational VP - Mara Bacsujlaky

abel.bult.ito@unac4996ak.com

nelta.edwards@unac4996ak.com

charla.brown@unac4996ak.com

tara.palmer@unac4996ak.com

jill.dumesnil@unac4996ak.com

mara.bacsujlaky@unac4996ak.com
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Extended Sites Organizational VP - RickMcDonald

Contract Manager - Melanie Arthur, Ph.D.

Organizing Manager - Kate Quick, MFA

rick.mcdonald@unac4996ak.com

melanie.arthur@unac4996ak.com

kate.quick@unac4996ak.com

United Academics Local #4996 (UNAC) is the bargaining unit that represents all non-adjunct,
full-time faculty at the University of Alaska. UNAC is an affiliate of the American Association
of University Professors (AAUP) and the American Federation of Teachers (AFT).
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